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TOWN  HALL, 

February  19th,  1895.. 

t  -  ... 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 

Committee . 


Gentlemen, 

Til  submitting  to  you  my  First  Annual  Report  it  will  be 
well  for  me  to  note  some  of  the  general  conditions  bearing  on 
the  health  of  the  Town,  before  proceeding  to  report  on  its- 
Sanitary  Administration  during  the  year  1894. 

Area.- — The  total  Area  of  the  Borough  is  3,221  acres; 
apportioned  to  the  different  Registration  Districto  as  follows  : — - 


West  Macclesfield 

.  .  . 

1,716 

Acn 

East  Macclesfield 

•  •  . 

881 

55 

Sutton 

.  .  • 

360 

55 

Hurdsfield 

•  •  * 

274 

55 

Nature  of  Subsoil. — -This  is  variable,  to  the  west  and 
north-west  sand  and  gravel  lying  on  boulder  clay,  alternate,  the 
sand  predominating.  The  centre  of  the  Town  shows  two  to  five 
feet  of  course  gravel  on  firm  boulder  clay.  To  the  east  side 
brick  clay  on  sand  varies  with  rough  gravel,  and  to  the  south 
boulder  clay  predominates.  The  substratum  varying  from  50  to- 
170  feet  is  new  red  sandstone. 

Elevation. —  The  elevation  varies  between  four  and  five 
hundred  feet  above  sea  level. 

Population. — At  the  last  census  in  1891,  the  population 
stood  at  36,009,  16,291  males,  and  19,718  females.  This  showed 
a  decrease  of  1,500  from  1881.  According  to  the  ordinary 
method  of  estimation  of  population,  I  should  suppose  that  this 
rate  of  decrease  was  still  going  on,  and  calculate  accordingly  . 
But  as  your  late  Medical  Officer  attributed  this  decrease  to  the 
large  'emigration  to  America  during  the  ’81— ’91  decade,  and  T 

O  »  o  O  ' 


3 


am  informed  that  during  the  last  4  or  5  years  this  emigration,, 
as  estimated  by  the  sale  of  tickets,  has  fallen  to  a  tythe  of' 
what  it  was;  also  bearing  in  mind  the  tendency  of  town  popula¬ 
tions  to  increase,  I  think  I  ma}T,  for  the  purposes  of  these 
statistics,  safely  consider  the  population  as  stationary.  Other 
considerations  warrant  this,  such  as  the  fact  that  the  births 
since  the  1891  census  have  exceeded  the  deaths  by  546,  in  spite 
of  the  heavy  mortality  from  the  effects  of  the  Influenza  epidemic,. 

1892.  Also  I  find  from  the  Report  of  the  School  Board  for 

1893,  that  the  number  of  children  on  the  Register  was  6,628, 
and  that  the  children  admitted  into  the  Infant  Schools  during  the 
year  exceeded  those  leaving  by  more  than  300,  the  average  proportion 
of  School  children  to  an  ordinary  population  is  about  one  sixth. 

Density  of  Population. — The  following  table  gives  the 
density  of  population  in  the  Borough  and  in  the  different  Districts,, 
taken  as  number  of  persons  to  an  acre. 


The  Borough 
West  Macclesfield 
East  Macclesfield. 
Sutton  ... 
Hurdsfield 


11-2 

10-4 

11*1 

14*0 

12-0 


persons  to  acre. 


Owing  to  the  extension  of  the  Borough  boundaries  into 
the  surrounding  country  on  all  sides,  except  to  the  north,  the 
population  to  acreage  stands  at  a  low  figure  for  an  Urban 
District,  and  does  not  quite  represent  the  actual  amount  of 
segregation.  Although,  fortunately,  we  have  no  very  crowded 
districts,  such  as  are  found  in  many  large  towns,  there  are 
parts  where  the  density  is  considerable,  and  it  is  in  these  parts 
that  the  greatest  attention  of  Sanitary  Officials  is  required. 
For  instance,  the  central  district,  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Chestergate,  the  south  by  Roe  Street,  the  east  by  Mill  Street, 
and  the  west  by  Bond  Street ;  if  5  persons  are  allowed  to  each 
inhabited  house,  gives  a  density  185  persons  to  the  acre. 

Metrological  Observations  for  189 If. — In  estimating  the 
influences  affecting  the  Public  Health;  it  is  well  to  take  into 
account  the  Meteorological  conditions  prevailing  during  the  year 
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under  observation.  The  following  data  have  been  collected  from 

the  daily  readings  of  the  instruments  in  the  Old  Park. 

corrected  and  supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  J.  Dale. 

\ 

January,  The  first  week  of  January  was  extremely  cold, 
the  mimimum  temperature  being  12*0  Fahr.  The  remainder  of 
the  month  was  generally  mild,  rain,  being  frequent.  Rain  fell 
on  22  days. 

February.  The  first  and  last  portions  of  this  month  were 
generally  fine,  and  warmer  than  usual.  Rain  fell  on  17  days. 

March.  The  first  half  of  March  was  cold  and  rainy,  but 
during  the  rest  of  the  month  the  weather  was  remarkably 
bright  and  genial. 

O  O 

April.  The  first  10  days  were  unusually  warm  and 

X  i/  t/ 

bright  ;  the  remainder  was  mild.  Very  little  rain  fell. 

O  J  %j 

Mav.  The  weather  was  generally  dull  and  cold,  with 

t j  O  J  j 

frequent  rain.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  the  tem¬ 
peratures  were  all  below  April,  and  on  the  20th,  21st,  and  22nd 
were  the  lowest  temperatures  ever  recorded  in  May  in  Maccles¬ 
field. 

June.  A  large  rain-fall  and  cold. 

July.  Generally  wet  and  dull.  Fine  towards  the  end  of 
the  month.  East  winds  prevailed.  Heavy  gale  on  24th. 

August.  Generally  unsettled,  frequent  rain.  Rain-fall 
4T6”  Ho  great  heat. 

September.  Fine.  Prevailing  winds  E.  &  N.E.  An 
exceptionally  low  rain-fall,  0*51  ’  The  lowest  recorded  since  1865. 

October.  Fine  and  warm  during  the  first  part.  Wind 
S  on  13  days,  and  N.  and  E.  on  13  days.  During  the  last 
week  heavy  rains. 

November.  Fine,  mean  temperature,  above  the  average. 
Very  little  fog.  Wind  mainly  South  and  South-West. 

i/  o  t J 

December.  First  part  of  the  month  exceptionally  mild. 
Wind  chiefly  West  and  North-West.  Severe  weather  set  in  at 
the  end  of  the  month.  First  snow  on  28th. 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE  FOR  1894, 
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BIRTHS. — During  the  year  1017  Births  have  been  regis¬ 
tered,  of  which  503  were  males,  and  514  females.,  which  is  equal 
to  an  annual  birth-rate  of  28'2  per  1,000  inhabitants.  This 
shows  a  recovery  of  the  birth-rate  as  compared  with  the  last  6 
years.  Last  year  the  rate  was  25*0,  the  lowest  on  record.  The 
average  birth-rate  in  Macclesfield  for  the  10  years  ending  1884 
was  32*6,  and  from  1884  to  1894  it  was  27*4,  whereas  the 
average  annual  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  that 
period  was  31*7.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  1894 
was  285. 


TABLE  1. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  birth-rate  in  the  different 
districts  during  1894,  and  the  average  rate  for  the  last  9  years. 


1894. 

Last  9  years 

t J 

West  Macclesfield,  (excluding 

Public  Institutions) . . . 

27*7 

26*5 

East  Macclesfield  . 

28*8  - 

29*1 

Sutton  . 

33*0 

30*6 

Hurd  she  Id  . 

29*2 

33*3 

The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  1894  was 
29*6,  the  lowest  on  record. 


DEATHS. -During  the  year  only  732  Deaths  were  registered,  of 
which  367  wrere  males,  and  365  females.  This  uumber  includes 
the  deaths  of  89  persons  who  had  been  admitted  into  one  or 
other  of  the  Public  Institutions  from  outside  the  Borough. 
Subtracting  these,  the  corrected  total  is  643,  which  corresponds 
to  an  annual  death-rate  of  17*7  per  1,000  inhabitants.  This 
death-rate  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  Macclesfield;  it  is  2*9 
below  the  average  death-rate  for  the  last  10  years,  and  4*3 
lower  than  the  rate  for  the  last  20  years. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16*6,  being 


the  lowest  ever  recorded,  also  2*6  below  the  average  for  the  last 
10  years.  This  shows  that  Macclesfield  has  participated, 
with  the  rest  of  the  country  in  this  comparitive  immunity  from. 
death.  Although  there  has  been  little  infectious  disease  during 
the  year,  the  chief  cause  of  the  low  death-rate  was  no  doubt 
the  peculiarly  favourable  weather. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  the  fall  in  the 
number  of  deaths  was  chiefly  among  infants  and  people  over  65. 
As  regards  infants,  this  was  due  to  the  absence  of  hot  weather 
in  June  and  July  having  delayed  the  appearance  of  summer 
dia  rrhoea,  which  is  chiefly  due  to  fermentation  in  the  bowels, 
caused  by  bacteria,  which  multiply  and  abound  in  direct  ratio 
to  the  warmth  of  the  ground,  where  they  are  produced.  An 
infant  carries  everything  to  its  mouth,  and  if  reared  in  dwellings 
where  the  ground  is  contaminated  with  animal  matter  when  hot 
weather  comes  and  the  elements  of  decomposition  abound,  it  is 
likely  to  become  infected.  The  chief  reason  why  the  mortality 
of  hand-fed  infants  is  so  much  higher  than  those  nourished  in 
the  breast,  especially  during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  is 
because  it  is  so  difficult  to  keep  their  food  free  from  noxious 
germs,  which  the  infant  stomach  is  unable  to  destroy,  whereas 
the  breast-fed  child  secures  its  food  before  there  is  any  chance 
of  its  contamination.  During  the  hot  months  all  milk  given  to 
children  should  be  boiled,  and  they  should  be  kept  as  much  as 
possible  away  from  the  vicinity  of  nuisances,  such  as  a  defective 
ashpit,  or  any  other  decomposing  mass.  Although  it  is  not  one 
of  the  numerous  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  disseminate 
knowledge  among  inexperienced  and  careless  mothers,  yet  some¬ 
thing  can  be  done  by  mentioning  such  facts  as  these  to  those 
who  have  influence,  and  thus  Sanitary  knowledge  becomes 
disseminated. 

As  regards  persons  over  65,  no  doubt  the  fall  in  the 
number  of  deaths  was  due  to  the  warm  early  spring  and  late 
winter.  Diarrhoea  also  is  a  common  cause  of  death  after  65. 
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TABLE  2. 

Giving  the  deaths  at  the  different  age-periods  in  the 
different  Districts. 


Under 

1  year 

1  too 

5  to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
65 

Over 

65 

Totals 

West  Macclesfield . 

49 

45 

4 

12 

84 

67 

261 

East  Macclesfield . 

4^ 

17 

6 

9 

48 

31 

160 

Sutton  . 

20 

11 

1 

6 

35 

25 

98 

Hurdsfield . 

15 

5 

3 

2 

17 

11 

53 

Public  Institutions  ... 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

6 

101 

48 

160 

The  Borough . 

136 

79 

15 

35 

285 

182 

732 

The  most  note-worthy  feature  of  the  above  Table  is  that 
the  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  were  the  same  in  East 
Macclesfield,  with  a  population  of  about  10,000,  as  in  West 
Macclesfield,  with  a  population  of  17,000,  whereas  the  births  in 
East  Macclesfield  during  the  year  were  284,  as  against  471  in 
West  Macclesfield. 


Infant  Mortality. — No  doubt  the  Infant  Mortality  taken 
with  the  death-rate  from  Zymotic  or  preventable  diseases  is  the  best 
test  of  the  Sanitary  state  of  a  District  that  statistics  can  give. 
A  constantly  high  infant  mortality  is  a  necessary  result  of 
insanitary  conditions  and  as  I  have  pointed  out  above  of  sewage 
soaked  ground.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  our 
infant  mortality,  although  better  of  recent  years,  has  been  very 
and  still  is  somewhat  high  compared  with  England  and  Wales. 
It  is  not  so  high  as  that  of  many  of  Lancashire  towns,  but  there 
is  room  for  improvement.  It  is  best  stated  as  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  deaths  under  1  year  to  the  births  during  the  same 
year  ;  thus  estimated  the  mortality  during  the  year  was  equal 
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to  134  per  1,000  births.  This  is  the  lowest  infant  mortality 
yet  recorded  and  for  the  first  time  is  below  that  for  England. 

Table  giving  the  Infant  Mortality  apportioned  to  the 
different  Districts,  and  compared  with  England  and  Wales  for 
the  last  9  years,  expressed  as  deaths  per  1,000  births. 


TABLE  3. 


j  Districts.  1886 

1887] 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

M  Average! 

for  9  yrsj 

West  Mac¬ 
clesfield 
excluding 
j)  Public 
\  Institutions 

186 

j 

i 

1841 

118 

180 

143 

136 

192 

] 

170 

110 

East  Mac- 
j  clesfield 

233 

151 

171 

265 

219 

161 

215 

225 

137 

198 

| 

y 

Sutton . 

3 

153 

150 

148 

212 

124 

108 

235 

131 

I  126 

1 

165 

•^Hurdsfield 

i 

124 

192 

87 

169 

160 

127 

177 

153 

i 

156 

j 

| 

138 

|  The  whole 
|  Borough 

194 

170 

|  135 

220 

172 

130 

203 

j 

i 

190]  134 

1 6 1  j 

g 

[England  ... 

149 

145 

136 

144 

151 

149 

148 

i 

i 

159  137 

i 

146^ 

i 

A  glance  at  the  above  Table  will  show  that  East  Maccles- 
field  is  mainly  responsible  for  the  high  rate  of  infant  deaths 
the  average  for  the  last  9  years  being  198-134  above  the  average 
rate  for  the  whole  Borough.  This  must  show  that  the  conditions 
in  that  part  of  the  town  are  less  favourable  to  infant  life  than 
other  parts  notably  Hurdsfield,  which  shows  a  rate  of  infant 
mortality  considerably  below  that  for  England  &  Wales.  It  is  not. 
easy  to  give  the  exact  causes  for  this  discrepancy,  but  no  doubt  it 
means  that  the  some  parts  of  East  Macclesfield  need  special  Sanitary 
attention ;  for  instance,  during  the  spring  and  summer  the 
removal  of  refuse  could  be  carried  on  more  energetically,  and  we  can 
increase  our  inspections,  with  a  viewT  to  finding  out  injurious 


nuisances. 
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Various  remedies  have  been  propounded  for  infant  mortality 
in  manufacturing  towns.  They  chiefly  come  under  three  heads : 
1-prevention  of  mothers  from  going  to  it  he  mills  either  just 
before  or  for  some  months  after  confinement.  2. -The  proper  care 
of  the  infant  in  its  mothers  absence  such  as  is  afforded  by  creches  att¬ 
ached  to  mills  &  managed  on  commercial  lines.  3.-A  more  thorough 
investigation  into  the  causes  of  death  of  infants,  and  imposing- 
greater  difficulty  to  parents  getting  their  infants’  death  certified 
until  a  thorough  investigation  of  management  has  been  made 
in  doubtful  cases. 

Your  late  Medical  Officer,  in  his  report  for  1890,  went 
exhaustively  into  the  question,  and  an  effort  was  afterwards 
made  to  found  a  creche,  but  I  believe  it  was  not  a  success,  and 
has  now  ceased.  The  question  is  full  of  difficulty.  In  my 
opinion,  publicity  of  every  death  caused  by  reckless 
weaning  or  improper  feeding  would  do  most. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


The  seven  principle  Zymotic  or  Preventable  Diseases 
caused  71  deaths  during  the  year,  viz -.-Measles  25,  Scarlet  Fever 
3,  Diphtheria  9,  Whooping  Cough  11,  Diarrhoea  14,  Typhoid  4, 
and  Puerperal  Fever  5.  This  corresponds  to  a  Zymotic  death- 
rate  of  1*9  per  1,000.  This  is  slightly  above  the  average  rate 
for  the  10  previous  years,  1884  to  1893,  which  was  D8. 


Table  showing  the  birth-rate,  death-rate,  and  Zymotic 
death-rate  during  the  years  1874  to  1894. 
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TABLE  4. 


Years. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Death-rate 
from  the 
Seven 
Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Averages. 

1874... 

33*5 

26*6 

2*5  ] 

1875... 

35*2 

25*0 

2*4 

1876... 

35-2 

28*1 

6*0 

3*06 

1877... 

34-3 

20*2 

2*1 

1878... 

3D9 

23*8 

2*3  j 

1879... 

34-7 

23*2 

1-7] 

1880... 

31 -4 

21-7 

IT 

1881... 

31-4 

23*6 

3*4  f 

2*3 

a  1882 . . . 

32*1 

24*0 

3*0 

1883... 

28-6 

23*6 

2-3  J 

1884... 

31*4 

22*0 

2*2  1 

1885... 

29*8 

20*4 

0*8 

1886... 

28*9 

20*0 

1*9  f 

1*9 

1887... 

28*2 

22*0 

3*2 

b1888... 

25*8 

18*3 

1-4  J 

1889... 

26*2 

21*9 

3*0  1 

1890... 

27*0 

21*9 

1*4 

1891... 

28*0 

20*8 

1*1 

1892... 

27*4 

25*1 

1*8 

1*7 

1893... 

25*0 

20*6 

1*6 

I 

1894... 

28*2 

17-7 

1*9 

1 

a.  — Compulsory  Notification  came  into  force. 

b.  — -Isolation  Hospital  opened. 

An  examination  of  this  Table  will  show  that  the  Zymotic  death 
rate  has  been  steadily  falling  during  the  last  20  years.  This  is 
no  doubt  one  of  the  definite  results  of  the  administration  of  the' 
Public  Health  Act.  There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
still  further  reduced  by  increased  vigilance  to  prevent  exposure 
of  infected  persons  and  more  thorough  Isolation. 

Table  5  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven 
principle  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  different  Districts. 
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TABLE  5. 


1  Zymotic  Diseases. 

!  “ 

West 

Macc¬ 

lesfield 

East 

Macc¬ 

lesfield 

Sutton 

Hurds- 
fi  eld 

Infectious 

Hospital 

Measles  . 

14 

rr 

7 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

i  Small  Pox  . . . 

•  •  • 

... 

i 

:  Scarlet  Fever . 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

. . . 

... 

1  Diphtheria . 

2 

4 

3 

| 

t,:  Whooping  Cough  . 

si 

10 

1 

H 

|  Fevers  . 

5 

2 

2 

|  Diarrhoea  . 

6 

7 

•  •  • 

1 

Total  . 

39 

20 

8 

4 

. . . 

1  Death-rate  per  1,000 
per  annum  . 

1 

D7 

2-0 

D6 

D2 

1 

'■ 

I 

In  calculating  the  Zymotic  death-rate  for  West  Maccles¬ 
field,  I  have  excluded  the  “Public  Institutions”  population. 


The  Zymotic  rate  for  East  Macclesfield  continues  to  be 
higher  than  other  parts  of  the  town,  although  its  birth-rate,  28*8 
is  below  both  Sutton  (33*0)  and  Hurdsfield  (29*2.) 

NOTIFICATION  OF  CASES  OF  DANGEROUS 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Macclesfield  Corporation  Act,  1882,  enacts  as  follows:- 
“  Infectious  Disease”  means  and  includes  Smallpox,  Cholera, 
Typhus,  Typhoid,  Scarlet,  Relapsing,  Continued,  and  Puerperal 
Fevers;  also  Diphtheria,  and  the  Notification  form  book  issued 
after  that  Act  is  still  generally  used  by  the  Medical  men  in  the  town, 
but  to  these  Diseases  Membranous  Croup  and  Erysipelas  were 
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added  when  the  Council  adopted  the  “Notification  of  Infectious' 
Diseases'’  Act  in  1 889.  Hitherto,  owing  to  the  book  of  forms  not  con¬ 
taining  these  two  Diseases  on  the  list,  they  have  not  been 
regularly  notified.  I  do  not  know  whether  notice  was  sent  to  the- 
Medical  Practitioners  of  the  town  upon  adopting  this  Act,  but 
it  has  not  been  generally  understood  till  recently.  As  far  as 
regards  Erysipelas  the  omission  was  of  little  importance,  but  as 
it  is  in  most  cures  impossible  to  tell  the  difference  between 
Membranous  Croup  and  Diphtheria,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  h:  ve  both  regularly  notified. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  87  Notifications,  of 

t.  j 

which  80  wer  ■  by  Medical  Certificate,  1  by  an  Occupier,  1  by 
a  Midwife,  and  5  by  the  Registrars,  Of  these  last  4  were 
cases  of  Membranous  Croup,  and  one  a  supposed  case  of  Asiatic 
Cholera. 


TABLE  6. 

Notit r-aiion  by  Medical  Certificates  since  1886. 


! 

o 

pH 

Ifl 

Scarlatina 

ct 

•  H 

o 

fj 

r-H 

•  r—S 

P 

Membranous  Croup 

Typhus 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Puerperal 

Totals 

1886 

42 

2 

2 

19 

1 

66 

1887 

649 

8 

44 

8 

2 

711 

1888 

9 

208 

2 

1 

19 

10 

2 

153 

1889 

144 

17 

12 

173 

1890 

98 

7 

2 

2 

109 

1891 

38 

2 

14 

1 

1 

;  56 

1 

1892 

1 

51 

2 

14 

3 

71 

1893 

6 

250 

5 

1 

13 

2 

277 

1894 

A 

42 

5 

2 

17 

2 

6 

80 

I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  the  above  table  when 
reporting  on  the  separate  Diseases. 

Of  the  87  cases  reported :  number  of  cases  in  which 
Sanitary  defects  were  discovered  12.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
the  source  of  Infection  was  traced  19.  Number  removed  to  the- 
Isolation  Hospital  10.  Number  of  cases  in  which  the  Disease- 
was  contracted  outside  the  Borough  3. 

SMALLPOX. 

Four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  two  in  May 
and  two  in  June.  The  two  cases  notified  in  the  beginning  of 
May  were  of  mild  type  and  both  had  been  well  vaccinated.  A 
connection  was  traced  between  them,  thev  having  both  been 
infected  at  the  same  common  lodging-house,  probably  from  an 
undetected  tramp  with  mild  Smallpox,  passing  through  the  town. 
Both  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the- 
rooms  in  which  they  had  been  were  stoved  and  closed  for  a 
week.  Their  clothes  were  burnt.  In  connection  with  these  two- 
cases  I  persuaded  six  other  inmates  of  the  same  lodging-house, 
who  had  been  in  contact  with  one  of  them,  to  remain  under 
observation  in  the  house  for  four  days,  in  case  the  disease  had 
spread  among  them.  Three  of  them  were  itinerant  musicians. 
They  were  all  re-vaccinated. 

The  third  case,  notified  on  June  5th,  was  of  a  tramp  in 
the  Casual  Ward  at  the  Workhouse.  He  was  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  remained  there  8  weeks.  His  case  was 
so  severe  that  it  was  difficult  to  make  out  his  vaccination  marks 
with  certainty.  I  could  distinguish  but  one  slight  mark. 

The  fourth  case  was  of  a  little  girl  in  Sutton;  she  was 
also  removed  to  the  Hospital. 

SCARLATINA. 

During  the  year  this  Disease  has  been  comparatively  in 
abeyance  in  the  town,  only  42  cases  having  been  reported.  A 
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glance  at  Table  6  will  show  how  Scarlatina  tends  to  periodical 
Epidemics  at  intervals  of  5  or  6  years.  This  year  the  number 
of  cases  has  dropped  suddenly  as  compared  with  1893.  There 
were  3  deaths,  giving  a  mortality  of  about  7  per  cent. 

The  malignant  type  of  Scarlatina  is  no  doubt  becoming 
less  frequent,  the  case  mortality,  that  is  the  number  of  deaths 
to  number  of  cases  reported,  is  steadily  falling  all  over  England.. 
Six  cases  were  treated  at  the  Hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

These  two  Diseases  are  so  similar,  that  for  preventive 
purposes  they  are  best  taken  as  one.  It  is  only  by  a  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  that  is  a  microscopical  examination  of  the 
bacteria  from  the  membrane  which  forms  in  the  throat,  that 
they  can  be  distinguished.  As  this  is  out  of  the  question  before 
taking  preventive,  measures,  it  is  safest  to  look  on  both  cases 
as  dangerously  infectious.  A  great  deal  of  attention  is  now  being- 
given  to  these  diseases  by  Medical  men,  on  account  of  their 
alarming  increase  in  Urban  Districts,  especially  London  and  other 
very  large  centres  of  population.  Its  relationship  to  Sanitation 
may  be  summarised  as  follows  -.-However  bad  the  Sanitary 
conditions  Diphtheria  cannot  arise  de  novo ;  it  must  be  imported 
either  from  some  other  man  or  animal,  but  if  introduced  into 
insanitary  dwellings  it  tends  to  take  a  severe  type,  to  crop  up 
again  from  time  to  time,  and  when  once  established  in  a  locality, 
especially  where  the  Sewerage  is  defective,  it  is  very  difficult  to> 
eradicate  it.  It  is  more  likely  to  spread  in  a  badly  Sewered 
town  than  in  one  which  has  no  Sewers  at  all.  It  is  extremely 
likely  to  spread  from  Schools,  especially  if  they  be  ill-ventilated 
and  badly  drained,  and  it  has  often  been  spread  by  milk  in  a 
•  severe  type. 

A  glance  at  Table  6  will  showr  that  our  cases  have  been 
>  few,  but  the  last  two  years  show  a  slight  increase.  This  however* 
i  may  be  due  to  increased  Notification.  A  most  important  measure' 
□  in  the  prevent! o  of  the  spread  of  this  Disease  is  the  emptying. 
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disinfection  of  the  ashpits  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  burning 
or  disinfection  of  all  dischaiges  from  the  patient. 

t 

TYPHOID  or  ENTERIC  FEVER  &  CONTINUED  FEVER. 

During  the  year  17  of  the  former  and  2  of  the  latter 
were  Notified.  A  glance  at  Table  6  will  show  that  the  incidence 
of  these  Fevers  is  somewhat  uniform  year  by  year.  The  average 
number  of  cases  in  a  year  for  the  last  9  years  was  20,  about 
0*6  per  1,000  inhabitants.  The  Disease  being  chiefly  spread  by 
the  dejecta  of  the  patient,  it  is  highly  important  that  they 
should  be  disinfected  and  removed  to  a  distance  from  water 
supplies  or  dwellings. 

We  have  obtained  some  zinc  pails  with  tightly  fitting 
covers,  and  one  of  these  is  now  sent  to  every  house  that  has 
no  water  closet,  when  we  are  informed  the  Disease  has  broken 
out.  Disinfectants  are  sent  with  it,  and  instructions  given  to 
use  them  freely  to  the  stods,  and  to  keep  the  pail  closed.  The 
pail  is  exchanged  every  two  days,  and  is  taken  with  its  contents 
to  the  Moss. 


MEASLES. 

This  Disease  was  very  prevalent  during  last  quarter  of 
the  vear,  no  fewer  than  25  deaths  having  been  attributed  to  it. 
Three  Infant  Schools  were  temporarily  closed  on  account  of  it ; 
Christ  Church  for  3  weeks  in  August,  London  Road  for  4  weeks 
in  November  and  December,  and  Hurdsfield  Church  Schools  from 
December  1st  till  the  Christmas  Holidays.  From  time  to  time 
during  the  Epidemic  I  communicated  with  the  School  Board 
Officials  and  the  School-Masters,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  absence  due  to  it.  The  importance  of  Notification  of 
Measles  has  reference  to  closing  of  Schools  only.  The  fact  that 
Measles  is  dangerous  to  life  during  the  first  5  years  makes  it 
important  to  postpone  the  attack  as  long  as  possible,  and  there¬ 
fore  closing  of  Infant  Schools  is  advantageous  in  so  far  as  it 
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keeps  the  younger  children  from  mixing  with  the  infections.  No  doubt 
they  play  together  if  they  are  not  learning  together,  but  the 
younger  ones  do  not  stray  very  far  from  home  as  a  rule,  and 
Measles  may  attack  one  street  and  leave  an  adjacant  one  alone 
if  the  communication  is  not  great.  The  average  age  at  death  during 
this  year  was  1  year  and  10  months. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER: 

During  the  year  I  have  received  information  of  8  cases 
of  this  Disease — 6  bv  Medical  Certificate,  1  bv  a  Midwife,  and 
one  by  a  Registrar.  Seven  of  these  occured  in  the  practice  of 
three  Midwifes,  and  were  in  groups  of  3,  2,  and  2.  Upon 
receiving  the  notifications  I  communicated  with  these  Mid  wives  ? 
and  they  desisted  from  practice  2  for  a  month  and  1  for  three 
weeks.  No  fresh  cases  were  attended  by  them  after  they  had 
received  warning  of  the  infectious  nature  of  the  Disease.  It  is. 
most  important  that  Puerperal  Fever  should  be  notified  early,, 
because  a  Midwife  in  busy  practice  is  likely  to  go  from  an. 
infected  case  to  several  others  before  she  is  aware  of  the  dangerous, 
nature  of  the  case.  It  is  often  insiduos  and  slow  in  its  onset, 
and  before  it  is  thought  necessary  to  call  a  Medical  man,  who 
pronounces  it  infectious  and  notifies  it,  many  cases  may  have 
run  a  risk  of  contamination. 

The  remedy  lies  in  compulsory  Registration  of  Midwives,. 
u  and  a  more  stringent  test  of  competence  to  recognise  the  ordinary 
(|  phenonema  of  Fever  before  giving  the  Diploma  to  practice. 


PHTHISIS  OR  PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION. 

During  the  year  96  deaths  occurred  from  this  Disease,, 
16  of  which  were  of  persons  not  belonging  to  our  Borough. 
Deducting  these,  the  death-rate  is  about  2T  per  1,000  inhabitants. 

The  mortality  from  Phthisis  is  double  all  the  Zymotic 
Diseases,  and  of  all  Diseases  it  causes  the  greatest  amount  of 
suffering  and  poverty.  Most  of  the  deaths  occurring  between 
15  and  25  are  due  to  it,  just  the  age  when  they  are  becoming 


18 


most  active  and  useful,  and  also  have  most  dependent  upon  them. 
Any  measures  which  would  lesson  this  mortality  would  be  of 
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the  highest  value  to  the  community. 

In  his  Report  for  1893,  your  late  Medical  Officer  dealt 
fully  with  the  subject,  and  there  discussed  the  advisability  of 
adding  it  to  the  list  of  No tifi cable  Infectious  Diseases,  with  a 
view  to  opposing  its  spread. 

I  fear  the  cost  of  carrying  out  any  effectual  preventive 
measures,  and  the  social  difficulties  which  arise  in  dealing  with 
it,  render  this  useless  for  the  present.  However,  something  can 
be  done  by  disseminating  information  about  its  contagious  nature 
and  thus  educating  both  the  sufferer  and  his  friends  to  take 
the  necessary  precautions.  Last  year’s  Report  sets  these  out 
fully  and  will  well  repay  re-reading:-I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  number 
of  deaths  to  the  population  has  been  steadily  decreasing  during 
the  last  20  years.  From  1874  to  1884  the  average  yearly  death 
rate  was  about  2 *8  per  1,000  inhabitants,  and  from  1884  to  1894 
about  2*1.  This  is  excluding  deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.  , 

During  the  year  11  patients  have  been  treated  at  the 
Hospital,  viz  :-7  Scarlatina,  4  Smallpox,  and  1  Diphtheria.  Of 
the  six  admitted  this  year  two  remained  only  a  week,  being 
obliged  to  leave  prematurely  on  account  of  the  outbreak  of  Smallpox, 
and  the  consequent  likelihood  of  the  Ward  being  wanted  ;  however, 
this  gave  their  parents  time  to  make  arrangements  for  Isolation. 
The  other  4  cases  remained  on  an  average  3  weeks,  3  da  vs. 

O  s  v 

This  was  certainly  a  short  time  to  keep  them,  but  they  were 
mild  cases  and  peeled  quickly ;  moreover  two  had  been  ill  a 
week  before  admission. 

Of  the  Smallpox  cases  3  were  very  mild,  and  1  very 
severe.  The  average  period  of  detention  was  one  month  and 
two  days. 
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One  Diphtheria  patient  was  removed  from  the  Childrens 
Ward  of  the  Infirmary,  and  remained  3  weeks.  No  deaths 
occurred.  Last  year  73  patients  were  admitted. 


In  the  Autumn  the  Hospital  was  repainted  and  generally 
repaired.  Also  the  site  and  the  field  adjoining  it  were  re-fenced 
at  a  cost  of  £82  8s  Od.  Excluding  these  special  repairs  and 
£36  12s  6d  interest  on  the  loan  for  site  and  construction  the 
cost  of  maintainence  for  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Food,  &c.,  with  Clothing  and  Bedding- 
Wages  of  Nurses,  &c. 

Other  Expenses,  including  Fuel  and  Lighting 
Medical  Attendance  ... 


£  s  d 
38  9  0 

55  14  9 

20  14  8 

20  0  0 


Total  ...  134  18  5 


Notwithstanding  the  painting  and  other  necessary  repairs 
during  the  year,  the  Hospital  is  rapidly  deteriating,  and  in  a 
few  years  your  Committee  will  be  obliged  to  consider  what  is 
to  be  done  in  connection  with  it. 


Public  opinion  in  all  parts  of  the  country  is  now  becoming- 
alive  to  the  value  of  Infectious  Hospitals,  owing  to  the  grea^ 
restraint  imposed  upon  an  household  who  keep  their  relatives 
at  home  during  an  infectious  illness,  and  the  enormous  lessening- 
of  risk  of  further  infection.  In  many  places  they  are  used  by 
all  classes,  and  a  payment  is  made  according  to  means,  but  o 
course  these  are  permanent  Hospitals,  well  equipped. 
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I  know  that  the  present  is  not  an  opportune  time  to  ask 
•  you  to  consider  the  erection  of  a  permanent  Hospital  in. 
Macclesfield,  as  the  Sewage  question  is  pressing  and 

exhausting  available  funds,  nevertheless  in  December 

your  Chairman  received  a  letter  from  the  County 
Council,  inviting  you  to  appoint  a  Sub-Ccmmittee  to 
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meet  them  on  the  question  of  co-operation,  and  seeing  that  you 
have  a  good  site  well  away  from  the  town,  this  may  offer  an 
opportunity  of  getting  a  conjoint  Hospital  built  in  this  district 
which  would  fulfil  all  our  present  wants  at  an  expenditure  much 
below  what  a  separate  permanent  Hospital  with  sufficient 
accomodation  for  the  town  would  cost.  It  is  therefore  well 
worthy  of  your  serious  consideration. 

VACCINATION. 

Having  made  enquiries  of  the  Vaccination  Officers  I  am 
able  to  report  that  less  than  2  per  cent  of  the  Infants  registered 
during  1893  are  unaccounted  for  in  this  respect. 

DISINFECTANTS. 

During  1894  £57  was  expended  on  Disinfectants,  £3  16s 
for  special  Disinfectants  on  account  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and 
£53  4s  for  Carbolic  Acid  Powder  and  Soluable  Carbolic  Fluid, 
chiefly  used  by  the  night-soil  men  to  deoderise  the  street  after 
the  removal  of  midden  contents. 

With  reference  to  Disinfection  an  account  of  Infectious 
Disease,  it  is  vTell  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  placing  of  Disin¬ 
fectants  about  the  premises  and  room  where  the  patient  is, 
cannot  be  relied  upon  to  prevent  infection,  and  is  no  substitute 
for  Isolation.  To  properly  disinfect  the  air  of  the  sick  room  it 
would  be  necessary  to  create  fumes  which  would  be  fatal  to  the 
patient.  However,  if  used  freely  to  all  the  dejector  and  added 
to  the  hot  water  used  for  washing  bed-clothes,  floors,  <fec.,  they 
are  undoubtedly  of  use. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  the  Common  Lodging 
Houses.  Although  in  some  cases  too  little  space  had  been 
allowed,  considering  the  curious  shapes  and  inconvenient  arrange- 
ments  of  the  houses,  the  cleanliness  and  white-washing  was 
satisfactory.  There  was  one  bad  exception  to  this,  the  Keeper 


of  which'  was  wared.  I  think  all  the  keepers  thoroughly  under¬ 
stand  the  consequences  of  failing ‘to  notify  diseases  arising  in  their 
houses  as  they  come  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  when  any  one  is  ill.. 
No  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  was  traced  to  them  this  year. 
Two  small-pox  cases  not  having  spread  the  infection  owing  to  im- 
mediate  isolation.  One  fresh  licence  was  granted  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

During  the  year,  I  have  in  company  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  visited  and  revised  the  list  of  Slaughter  houses.  There 
are  at  present  39  Registered  Slaughtei  houses  in  the  Borough,, 
26  of  which  are  in  regular  use,  and  3  used  occasionally. 

In  many,  the  floor  is  not  as  it  should  be.  The  floor  and 
lower  part  of  the  walls  of  a  slaughter  house  are,  next  to  a  plentiful, 
supply  of  clean  water,  the  most  important  consideration  from  a 
Sanitary  voint  of  view;  because,  if  there  are  cracks  and  interstices, 
in  the  floor,  however  well  the  scrubbing  is  done  after  slaughter¬ 
ing,  some  of  the  animal  fluids  are  bound  to  lodge;  and  by  the  time 
the  next  slaughtering  comes  round,  especially  in  summer,  this  has. 
become  offensive  and  polutes  the  air. 

There  is  no  reason  why  all  imperfect  floors  should  not  be- 
cemented,  when  they  wear  out  and  need  renewal.  The  cost  to  the- 
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butcher  would  soon  be  recovered  by  the  saving  of  time  in  the 
necessary  scrubbing. 
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DAIRIES?,  COAVSHEADS,  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  nearly  all  these  and  revised 
the  Register.  There  are  now  57  Registered  Milk-houses  in  the 
Borough.  Perhaps  these  require  more  careful  attention  than  either 
the  Slaughter  or  Bake-houses,  because  milk  is  consumed  by  a  great 
many  without  cooking  in  exactly  the  same  condition  that  it  leaves. 


the  milk-house.  The  following  tabulated  statement  will  give  a 
general  idea  of  their  piesent  condition. 

Number  which  satisfied  all  requirements  has  to  cleanliness, 
ventilation,  and  water  supply:  9. 

Condition  of  buildings  as  regards  repairs,  air  space,  and 
drainage,  number  classed  as  good:  12,  Fair:  13,  Indifferent:  21, 
Bad:  6. 

As  regards  cleanliness,  Good:  13,  Indifferent:  31,  Bad:  8 

As  regards  white-washing,  number  properly  white-washed: 
31,  neglected:  12. 

As  regards  water  supply,  number  using  Town’s  water:  20, 
apparently  good  water:  9,  dangerous  water:  5. 

Owing  to  the  distance  of  some  of  the  farms  from  the  town,  it  is 
difficult  for  the  Inspector  to  make  systematic  inspections,  but  they 
will  all  be  visited  again  shortly,  and  the  more  careless  reminded  of 
their  promises  to  put  things  in  order;  where  it  has  not  been  done, 
further  proceedings  ought  to  be  taken. 

THE  BAKE-HOUSES. 

There  are  57  registered  Bake-houses  in  the  Borough.  I  have 
not  visited  them  yet,  but  intend  to  do  so  during  the  current  year. 

WORKSHOPS. 

The  inspection  of  Workshops  also  is  among  the  duties  of 
Sanitary  Officials.  A  Workshop  may  be  shortly  described  as  a 
place  m  which  any  manual  labour  is  exercised  by  way  of  trade,  or 
for  purposes  of  trade  to  the  exclusion  of  steam,  water,  or  other 
mechanical  power,  for  example  dress-making  and  millinery  estab¬ 
lishments.  I  ha’ie  not  inspected  these  but  a  list  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Inspector,  and  I  hope  to  visit  some  of  them  during  the  year. 
By  Section  4  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1891,  it  is  provided:. 
Every  Workshop  shall  be  kept  free  from  effluvia  arising  from  any 
drain,  water  closet,  etc.,  or  other  nuisance,  and  unless  so  kept  shall 
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be  deemed  to  be  a  nuisance,  liable  to  be  dealt  with  summarily  under 
the  law  relating  to  Public  Health.  Also  for  the  purposes  of  their 
duties  with  respect  to  Workshops,  a  Sanitary  authority  and  their 
Officers  shall,  without  prejudice  to  their  other  powers,  have  all 
such  powers  of  entry  inspection,  etc,,  as  an  Inspector  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1878. 

WATER. 

During  the  year  no  complaints  have  been  received  about 
the  Town’s  Water.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  continues- 
good,  although  no  samples  have  been  examined  lately.  Much, 
information  is  now  available  in  regard  to  the  conditions  under 
which  harmful  and  harmless  germs  now  exist  in  water.  Recent 
experiments  on  the  Filters  of  the  London  Companies  indicate 
that  the  number  of  germs  in  the  water  seems  to  be  independent 
of  the  age  of  filter  bed,  in  fact,  the  cleansing  of  a  sand  filter 
interferes  with  its  action,  as  the  green  film  on  the  top  has  the 
most  useful  effect  of  arresting  and  cultivating  the  harmless  germs 
which  consume  the  organic  matters  in  solution.  We  need  therefore 
not  be  anxious  that  the  filter  beds  should  be  too  diligently  renewed. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act  during  the  year* 
Several  Houses  have  been  inspected. 

DISEASED  MEAT. 

No  seizures  have  been  made  during  the  year.  I  have 
inspected  two  carcases,  but  they  were  not  unfit  for  food.  No  doubt 
the  fall  in  the  price  of  Meat  of  recent  years  having  lessened  the 
profits  of  this  nefarious  trade,  has  something  to  do  with  its  great 
diminution.  673  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Registered  Slaughter 
Houses. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  yotir  'there  has  been  a  good  deaf  activity  in. 
attending  to  the:  Sanitary  ’wants  of  Schools.  As  follows: — *• 


Name  of  School. 

Number  of  new 
Water  Closets 
Constructed. 

St.  George’s  School . 

London  Road  Infant 

13 

% 

In  place  of  2  large  privies 

Schools . 

12 

Do. 

St,  Alban’s  School  . 

9 

In  place  of  4  large  privies 

Mill  Street  School  . 

11 

6  large  privies 

NEW  HOUSES. 

Seventeen  New  Houses  have  been  built  and  the  Plans 
passed  for  48. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Six  New  Sewers  have  been  laid. 

ASHPITS  AND  REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

This  is  a  matter  which  requires  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee’s  special  attention.  The  tardy  removal  of  excremental 
household  and  trade  refuse  having  an  injurious  influence  on  the 
Public  Health. 

No  doubt  the  Sanitary  Authority  is  handicapped  in  our  sase  by 
the  shapes,  sizes,  and  situations  of  some  of  the  ashpits  which 
in  the  many  houses  date  back  to  a  time  when  bye-laws 
of  construction  were  unheard  of,  and  scavenging  was  not  properly 
organised.  I  have  looked  up  the  back  Reports  of  Medical  Officers, 
and  find  the  problem  running  through  them  all,  with  little  variation, 
at  one  time  the  number  of  complaints  showing  that  the  night-soil 
men  had  been  well  abreast  of  their  work,  at  another  the  great  increase 
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of  complaints  showing  they  were  behind.  For  1894  the  number  of 
complaints  of  nuisances  was  145,  and  as  far  as  this  is  a  guage  they 
were  therefore  fairly  in  hand  during  the  year. 

There  are  some  courts  and  streets  in  the  town  where  houses  are 
crowded  together  and  in  consequence  the  ashpits  are  close  to  the 
back  doors,  (in  a  few  cases  front  doors)  and  where  a  full  ashpit  in 
summer  is  a  serious  nuisance  and  menace  to  health. 

I  think  your  Committee  will  do  well  to  consider  whether  it 
is  not  advisable  to  increase  your  expenditure  on  the  systematic 
removal  of  refuse  from  the  ashpits  in  such  parts  of  the  town 
that  are  crowded  and  consequently  in  need  of  extra  attention. 
This  would  be  especially  beneficial  during  the  spring,  in  fact  I  have  no 
doubt  that  a  frequent  removal  of  ashpit  contents  lessens  the  sick¬ 
ness  and  death-rate  from  diarrhoea  in  crowded  quarters. 

I  have  been  surprised  to  find  that  many  of  the  poorer 
occupiers  think  that  their  Landlord  is  the  proper  person  to  apply 
to  when  the  pit  is  full,  and  consequently  delay  occurs  and  a 
nuisance  results.  The  Inspector  no  doubt  does  what  he  can  to 
dispel  this  erroneous  idea. 

The  fact  that  some  of  the  ashpit-middens  are  wet  and  at 
times  half-full  of  water  presents  another  unsolved  Sanitary  problem. 
I  think  that  in  a  great  many  cases  this  is  not  due  to  either  rain  or 
ground  water,  as  in  many  wet  ashpits  I  have  seen  the  roofs  were 
intact,  and  they  were  above  ground  water  level.  It  is  no  doubt 
due  to  the  fact  that  many  occupiers,  or  their  wives,  prefer  to  throw 
their  slops  in  the  ashpit  instead  of  the  gulley.  In  these  cases, 
something  can  be  done  by  warning,  and  if  a  clear  case  of  anyone 
thus  causing  a  nuisance  could  be  demonstrated,  a  summons  might 
be  applied  for,  but  with  only  a  limited  effect.  When,  however,  an 
ashpit  continues  to  be  wet,  from  whatever  cause,  something  must 
be  done.  It  must  either  be  fitted  up  to  proper  dimensions  and 
cemented,  or  drained.  Draining  will  no  doubt  lessen  the  polution 
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of  the  subsoil  surrounding  a  wet  ashpit,  but  the  drain  is  likely  to 
get  blocked  after  a  time  and  the  nuisance  recurs,  whereas  filling 
up  the  ashpit  near  the  level  of  the  ground  and  cementing  it,  will 
prevent  this  dangerous  infiltration  of  sewage  into  the  ground. 
True,  if  an  excess  of  liquid  is  thrown  into  a  smaller  cemented  ash¬ 
pit,  a  nuisance  soon  results,  but  it  is  apparent  at  once,  attention 
being  called  to  it  by  the  liquid  contents  breaking  out  on  the  surface 
of  the  ground.  The  deep  pit,  however,  causes  a  more  injurious 
nuisance  beneath  the  surface,  which  is  not  detected  till  the 
surrounding  ground  is  soaked  and  can  absorb  no  more. 

Having  regard  to  the  new  Sewers  which  are  to  be  laid,  and, 
as  I  hope,  to  the  conversion  'of  a  great  many  more  middens  into 
water  closets.  The  quicker  we  proceed  with  the  filling  up  of  the 
deeper  ashpits,  t he  better,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  the  health  of  the 
town. 


The  Inspector’s  Report  shows  that  123  new  privies  were 
built  during  the  year,  74  on  the  water  closet  system,  and  49  on 
the  dry  system,  according  to  the  Model  Bye-Laws.  Most  of  these 
were  replacing  old  privies. 

I  am  told  by  t lie  Inspector  that  the  general  public  are  now 
becoming  aware  cf  the  advantage  of  water  closets  over  the  old 
privy,  and  that  the  proportion  of  new  water  closets  to  new  middens 
is  increasing  yearly. 

MAIN  DRAINAGE. 

I  lam  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Sanitary  Committee 
has  almost  finished  the  business  preliminary  to  starting  the  work 
upon  the  Main  Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  In  your  late 
Medical  Officer’s  report  for  1886  I  find  that  Dr.  David  Rage,  one 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Local  Government  Inspectors,  after  making  an 
Inspection  of  the  town,  put  this  as  its  first  Sanitary  requirement- 
Since  then  it  has  been  referred  to  in  almost  every  Report  as 
imminent,  but  now  I  am  glad  to  sav,  we  can  safely  conclude  that 
it  will  be  started  during  the  coming  year.  The  fact  that  so  many 
have  felt  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  was  not  justified  on  entering 
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on  the  large  expenditure  necessary,  has  been  the  chief  cause  of  its 
delay,  therefore  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  in  the  long  run  the 
pressure  which  has  been  put  upon  the  Council  by  a  neighbouring 
Board  to  take  the  crude  Sewage  out  of  the  Bollin,  will  prove  a 
blessing  in  disguise. 

I  congratulate  the  Committee  on  having  avoided  committing 
themselves  prematurely  to  any  particular  process  of  Purification  of 
Sewage.  There  is  apparently  no  royal  panacea  for  a  clear 
effluent,  different  processes  suiting  different  kinds  of  Sewage,  the 
chief  factor  in  the  problem  being  that  the  Works  are  placed  under 
intelligent  and  judicious  management,  and  that  a  free  hand  should 
be  given  to  try  what  the  experience  of  the  day  shows  to  be  best. 
I  may  add  that  an  increase  of  water  closets  in  the  town  would  have 
no  appreciable  effect  in  the  character  of  the  Sewage,  the  Rivers 
Polution  Commission  having  shown  that  the  Sewage  of  Midden 
Towns  contains  on  an  average  as  much  organic  matter  as  that  of 
Water  Closet  Towns. 

As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I  am  more  anxious  about 
the  thoroughness  of  the  Sewerage  than  the  character  of  the 
effluent.  I  trust  that  should  it  be  a  question  of  expenditure 
between  the  two  the  Sewers  may  get  the  advantage. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your 
courtesy  to  me  during  my  first  year  of  office. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  ETCHES,  D.P.H. 


Return  of  Births  and  Deaths  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1894. 
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Return  of  Births  and  Deaths  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  1894 
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Birth-rate  for  this  quarter  29*6 

■^Including  deaths  in  Cheshire  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Parkside;  the  Macclesfield  Union  Workhouse; 

and  the  Macclesfield  Infirmary. 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  year  1894,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Macclesfield,  classified  ac 

to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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CORPORATION  OFFICES,  TOWN  HALL, 
MACCLESFIELD. 


SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  you  the  following  as  a 
summary  of  work  done  by  this  Department  during  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1894. 


55 


55 


Number  of  Complaints  received  at  Office 

Nuisances  entered  on  the  Books 
Nuisances  removed 
Preliminary  Notices  and  Letters 
Notices  under  seal  served 
Privies  and  ashpits  repaired  and  improved... 

|  on  W.C.  system  j 


New  closets  built 


r 


(  on  other  systems 
House  drains  repaired  and  cleansed 
Number  of  Slopstone  pipes  disconnected  from  the  sewer 
Other  nuisances  (not  specified  above)  abated 
Persons  summoned  before  the  Justices  for 
under  the  Public  Health  Act 


55 


55 


55 


145 

496 

511 

572 

132 

151 

74 

59 

153 

40 

167 

offences 

1 


55 


55 


55 


55 


Visits  paid  to  the  common  lodging  houses  1,023 
Nightly  lodgers  accommodated  at  the  common 
lodging  houses  during  the  quarter  70,792 

Visits  paid  to  the  registered  slaughter  houses  673 
Houses  Inspected  in  Sanitary  Survey  ...  14 


The  distribution  of  Lime-wash  Brushes,  and  Disinfectants 
to  the  poor,  has  been  as  follow s:- 

Lime-wash  ...  ...  ...  ...  385 

Brushes  lent  for  applying  same  ...  559 

Disinfectants  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,061 
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Number  of  house's  specially  inspected  on  account  of 

infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  67 

,,  Visits  paid  to  same  ...  ...  ...  1,016 

,,  Disinfectants  specially  supplied  on  account 

of  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  426 

66  11  is.  Fish  have  been  seized  and  destroyed  as  unfit 
for  human  food. 

Number  of  Canal  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  53 


The  outbreaks  of  Contagious  Diseases  amongst  Animals, 
within  the  Borough  have  been  as  follows  :■ — 


Swine  Fever 

...  0 

Cattle  Plague 

...  0 

Pleuro  Pnuemonia 

...  0 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

...  0 

Sheep  Scab 

...  4 

Sheep  Pox 

..  0 

Glanders  and  Farcy 

...  0 

Number  of  Licences  for  the  Removal  of  Swine  ...  166 

„  -Samples  under  the  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  submitted  to  the  Borough  Analyst  40 
,,  Persons  proceeded  against  for  offences  under 

the  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  4 

1  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JENKINS, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Number  of  Medical  Certificates  of  Infectious  Diseases  received 

during  the  year  1894. 


Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid 
Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Totals. 
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. . . 

i . . 

3 

April 

4 
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... 
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1 
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May  . . . 
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3 

1 

3 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

11 

June... 

2 
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. . . 

... 

1 

. . . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

. . . 
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J  uly  . . . 

4 

. . . 

. . . 

1 
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.  •  . 

5 

August 

3 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

. . . 

5 

Sept. . . 

2 

1 

1 
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. . . 

4 

Oct.  ... 

2 

2 

1 

4 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

9 

Nov. ... 

. . . 

1 

4 

5 

. . . 

9 

Dec.  ... 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

... 
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. . . 
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Totals 
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17 
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